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SOME OF OUR ACHIEVEMENTS SO FAR
e 542 nestboxes installed

2829_Barn Owl chicks produced in nestboxes, 334 in natural_nest sites

469 site-surveys

The 2024 Breeding Season

Although  breeding  productivity
remained relatively high, the number of
chicks produced was the lowest since 2020.
Ten nests produced eggs but failed to
produce chicks and forty-one dead chicks
noted on the initial or subsequent site visits
suggested potential difficulties in prey
provisioning, consistent with our earlier
expectations that 2024 would show a
decline in  breeding activity and

productivity. -
Two-hundred and eighteen sites were monltored 83 of them successfully producing 203

young, 197 in nestboxes and 6 in natural sites. Table 1. Breeding (at least one egg laid) occurred in
89 (40.8%) of the sites. Broods ranged from one to four chicks and averaged 2.4: this compares to a
mean of 2.78 reported in the Barn Owl Trust’s ‘State of the UK Barn Owl Population 2024’. No second
broods were recorded. Seventeen new pairs were established, that is 63 in recent years. One tree
nestbox was used for the first time since it was installed in 2006, producing three chicks.

Table 1. Number of chicks produced according to type of nest site in 2024
Figures in brackets refer to number of broods
Buildin Pole Tree cavit Buildin Other
Tree nestbox g ¥ g % 19
nestbox nestbox natural natural natural < ©
= S
o .
s 2
v o v = 4 = 4 o v o v o = o
3 E—’ 153 3 E [53 S E [53 S E o 3 E o 3 E o 2 3
Z 5 = Z 5 = Z G| = Z = Z G| = Z G| = P =
135 62 6 203
2.3 2.6 0 0 2.0 0 0 0 0 2.4
(57) (23) (3) (83)




Breeding Summary 2002-2024

3163 Barn Owl chicks have been
produced in nest sites monitored by SBOG
since 2002, 2829 in nestboxes and 334 in
natural sites. 89% of Barn Owls have been
produced in nestboxes and, although data
on the location and number of natural nest
sites is limited, it is highly probable that
nestboxes, particularly tree nestboxes, are
now the predominant nest site for breeding
Barn Owls in Shropshire.

Shropshire Barn Owl Group
Number of chicks produced in nestboxes and natural
sites 2002-2024

2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

* Nestbox Natural

The mean number of chicks produced per successful brood in Shropshire is 2.9. This compares
with studies elsewhere which suggest that a long-term average productivity of about 3.2 young per
pair is required to maintain viable populations. The mean of 2.4 chicks per nest for 2024 was
therefore low, and in fact the lowest since 2015 when it was 2.2. Periodic variations are to be
expected and are consistent with the population cycle of the Field Vole, the Barn Owls primary prey.

NO. CHICKS

277
) 2.8 47 10

: 24 2.4
lree Building
nestbox Tr &~

nestbox €

Number of chicks with averages according to nest site
2002-2024
Shropshire Barn Owl Group




Barn Owl Road Casualties
Barn Owl road casualties 2002-2024 Bar.n .OWIS a.re very.susceptlble to
B Roads collisions with vehicles and road
Other A roads traffic casualties account for most
A442 Alveley-Telford-Prees recorded deaths in Shropshire.
A458 Halfway House-B'north Ten road casualties were recorded
A495 Oswestry-Whitchurch in 2024. 92% of casualties

A483 Pant-Oswestry
AS3 Market Drayton bypass between 2002 and 2024 have

A41 Albrighton-Whitchurch occurred on ‘A’ roads with

A49 Ludlow-Whitchurch relatively few casualties on ‘B’
AS Telford-Oswestry roads. The A5 is the most serious
threat to Barn Owls accounting for
78 (31%) casualties.
64% of road victims occur in the winter period October—March, peaking in March and probably arise
predominantly from juvenile dispersal. Adult Barn Owls are site faithful and highly sedentary, but
juveniles in Shropshire make short-
distance dispersal movements of round Number of monthly Barn Owl road casualties
6 to 9 km from their natal areas soon 2002-2024
after fledging. By the end of November
most juveniles have settled in their
home range. SBOG's strict policy of not
installing nestboxes within 1km of a
major road is possibly the most
prudent option at present.
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