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987 successful broods in nestbo)gés %r.

2632 Barn Owl chicks produced in ngstboxes, 328 in natural nest sites

448 site surveys

2023 proved to be the most productive
breeding season since the group was
established, outperforming the previous record
set in 2022. One-hundred and eighty-one sites
were monitored, 91 of them successfully
producing 291 young, 287 in nestboxes and 4 in
natural sites. Table 1. Breeding (at least one egg
laid) occurred in 94 (51.9%) of the sites. Broods
ranged from one to six chicks and averaged 3.1.
Two pairs produced second broods, always an
indication of a successful breeding season, and
one pair produced an exceptional clutch of nine
eggs. Eighteen new pairs were established, that’s 46 in recent years.

Table 1. Number of chicks produced according to type of nest site in 2023
Figures in brackets refer to number of broods
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2960 Barn Owl chicks have been produced in nest
sites monitored by SBOG since 2002, 2632 in
nestboxes and 328 in natural sites. 88% of Barn Owls
have been produced in nestboxes and, although data
on the location and number of natural nest sites is
limited, it is highly probable that nestboxes are now
the predominant nest site for breeding Barn Owls in
Shropshire.
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Six of the last seven years have consistently been peak years, with over 200 chicks produced in
each year. Previously, the trend was a cycle of peaks and troughs in breeding productivity, generally
believed to be linked to annual population changes in the Field Vole, the Barn Owls primary prey.
The levelling off in recent years may be attributable to environmental factors and climatic effects on
the Field Vole population, or perhaps the continued addition of new pairs to the Barn Owl breeding

population is leading to an exponential rise in young produced. It will be interesting to see how this
trend develops over the next few years and data from future breeding seasons might offer an insight.

The mean number of chicks produced per successful brood in Shropshire is 3.1. This is consistent
with studies elsewhere which suggest that a long-term average productivity of about 3.2 young per
pair is required to maintain viable populations and was higher than the UK average of 2.8 reported
in the Barn Owl Trust’s ‘State of the UK Barn Owl Population 2023’".
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 road i Road traffic casualties account
Barn OBV;o;z: casualties 2002-2023 for most recorded Barn Owl

Other A roads deaths in Shropshire. Five road

A442 Alveley-Telford-Prees casualties were recorded on

A458 Halfway House-B'north roads in Shropshire in 2023. 92%

A495 Oswestry-Whitchurch of casualties between 2002 and

A483 Pant-Oswestry 2023 have occurred on ‘A’ roads

AS3 Market Drayton bypass with relatively few casualties on

A1 Albrighton-Whitchurch ‘B’ roads. The A5 is the most
A49 Ludlow-Whitchurch .

AS Telford-Oswestry serious threat to Barn Owls
accounting for 78  (32%)
casualties.

67% of road victims occur in the winter period October—March, peaking in March and probably arise
predominantly from juvenile dispersal. Adult Barn Owls are site faithful and highly sedentary, but
juveniles in Shropshire make short-distance dispersal movements of round 6 to 9 km from their natal
areas soon after fledging. By the end of
November most juveniles have settled in
their home range. Mitigation to reduce road
casualties might include tree planting on
some road embankments which could force
Barn Owls to fly high over the roads. SBOG’s
strict policy of not installing nestboxes
within 1km of a major road is possibly the
most prudent option at present.
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